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, L.—Foreien Poutrics. 


Tae Rosnama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 8th June 1 — 

i i discusses the present state of affairs in Russia, june sth, 1906. 

The Russian revolution. which it thinks has lost much more on account 

of ber revolution than of her war with Japan. If this revolution continues 

some time longer, as is likely, then the whole of Russia will be reduced to a 

state of pauperism. Life and property of Russian cultivators were never secure 

before the time of Alexander II, and it was this monarch who first intro- 

ä Th —4 draws the attention of the Ulamd (learned 

2. e same paper draws the attention of the earned men) of Rosama-1-Moxap- 

5 2 Persia to the disorganized state of their pee een ae 
— and requests them to give their help in the political 
regeneration of their country by removing abuses which are the main causes of 
its present condition. They ought to advise the Persian Government to 
remodel its present system of administration and to organize an association 
for the purpose of pointing out the manner in which the necessary reforms 


may be effected. 


— Pye ee 


om 2 — ete 


II.— Hou ADMINISTRATION. 
a (a) — Police. 


3. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 9th June asks :— n.. 


0 1 Has Sir Bampfylde Fuller any explanation to Jus 9th. 1 
1.44 — on * offer for the fact tlat in the pad el 1 0 authori- 85 
Bengal. ties of the Bhagalpur Training School the Musalman (ey ee 
candidates for Sub-Inspectorships sent up by His Honour for training are ft fF 
quite incapable of following the instructions of their teachers ? | 5 a 
4, Commenting upon the report alleged to have been made by the mer Baxesvasr 
.. Principal of the Bhagalpur Police ‘Training School June 11th, 1006. 
The Bhsgalpur Police Training . : : , | 
School and the Musalman regarding the incapacity of the Musalman proba- 
probationers from the new pro- tioners sent up by the Government of the new 
vanes. province, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
11th June says that it is immaterial whether Sir B. Fuller’s nominees 
the examination of the above institution or not, for no law or regulation can 
stand in the way of the accomplishment of Sir B. Fuller’s wishes, | 
5. Commenting upon the police circular issued at Muktagacha in 
Mymensingh in spite of Mr. Morley’s assurance 
The Fuller de. that the Fuller circular has been withdrawn, the 
same paper observes that either Sir Bampfylde Fuller considers the Secretar 
of State for India as one having no authority at all, or that he cares very little 


for the Lieutenant-Governorship which he holds. 
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(b)— Working of the Courts. ’ 

6. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 8th June writes that persons 5 | : 

transacting business with the Sub-Registrar of jos un ae it i 

An allegation sgainst a Sub- Vishnupur are put to a good deal of harassment 3 it 5 

* One has to wait for two or three days after | | f 
presenting his document before he is called on to appear before the Sub- | 


Registrar. ; 
57 The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 9th June accuses the Sub- Registrar Kabisa van. 
of Bagerhat of having on the 22nd 7 last, June ot, 1906, 
refused to register a document tendered for that 
purpose by two Musalman females who had come from a distance (a village in 
the thana of Fakirhat), after the document had been duly filed and stamped with 
the office-stamp, because the ladies were a little late in attending the Sub- 
Registrar's presence when summoned to do so; and of having, when they called 
gain four days later, persisted in his former refusal, and declined to write on : 


the back of the document his reasons for such refusal, — 
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„ Referring to the case in which Mr, W. J. Stark, the Subdivisiona 

i . Officer of Godda in the „ N 

The assault case against the charged with having committed an assault on one 

Sebdivisiong! O 0 Golaram, a Marwari of Godda town, the Daily 

Hit: vadi [Calcutta | of the 11th June expresses satisfaction at the fact that 

the Deputy Commissioner of the district has called for the records of the case, 

and directed that all further proceedings in the lower court in connexion with 

this case should be stopped until further orders. The Lieutenant-Governor 

is also said to have ordered an enquiry into the matter. But, says the writer, 

white men will not cease to oppress black men so long as the latter will not be 
able to pay them back in their own coin. 

9. In noticing the strained relations which have come about between 

1 Mr. Swinhoe, the Presidency Magistrate of 

.. NI Court, Calcutta, and the pleaders attending his court, the 

Hindi Bangavasi hg erg of the lith. June 

observes that it does not become a. Magistrate and his pleadexs, to quarrel over 

trifling matters. 


(c)—Jatls. 


10. Referring to the Government Resolution on the administration of 

the Jail Department for the year 1905, the Banga- 

Government Resolution onthe vai [Calcutta] of the 9th June writes that the 

administration of the Jail Depart- general death-rate in the prisons, as disclosed in the 

ment for 1905. 2 ; p 

report, is such as to make one stand dumbfounded. 

Are not the figures for the Burdwan, Midnapore and 1 urulia Jails most 

appalling? The prison population are as much British subjects as the free 

opulation, why then should there be such a difference iu the death - rate 

tween the two classes? Are the lives of the prisoners of no value? Did 

not their labour yield to the State an income of Rs. 5, 30,163 in 1905? The 

official explanation of the bigh rate of mortality (44:1 per mille) in Chaibassa 
is really ridicu'ous 

11. Referring to the Government Resolution on the administration of 
= ig aa | si the Jail 5 maven — ow — the Daily 

ovarnmeant “resolution on: the Hitavadi (Caleutta] of the 12th June first draws 
2 er. — te the increase in the rate of mortality 
among the prison population in Bengal as disclosed 
in this Resolution, and then goes on to remark that it has been already. pointed 
out in the newspapers that the food supplied to the Indian prisoners is 
of the most inferior kind, The question of the prisoner’s health is, and 
ought always to be, one of great importance to Government. It should receive 
additional consideration from Government, because the convict’s labour 
ields a handsome: income to the State year after year. An increase 
in the income of the Jail Department can be explained by (1) a rise in the 
number of the prison population, (2) a rise in the amount of labour of each 
individual prisoner, (3) a rise in the selling prices of the articles manufactured. 
As neither the first nor the third cause bas operated in the present case, the 
belief is likely to be correct that prisoners are now being worked harder 
than before. 

The improvement of the comfort and sanitary. surroundings of the 
prisoners should form the first charge on the receipts from prison labour. 
"he amount of physical labour now required of the prisoners may also be 
diminished with advantage to their health, In short, while the aim to punish 
should not be lost sight of, mere considerations of making money profits out of 


the priscners, regardless of considerations of their health, should not be allowed 
to come in. 


(d) — Education, 


12. Referring, to the very ee result of the last 4 

oa Examination of the Calcutta University, the Meds 
cation) ‘nt industrial ede Bandhav [Calcutta] of the 6th Jane ats that it is 
high time that the people of the couutry took 


charge of the education of their young boys in their own hands, Provision 


* 
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of an industrial education for his boy should be the first care of every guardian, 
because that alone can provide the means of livelihood to the rising generation. === 
13. Commenting upon the orders of Sir B. Fuller to the effect that all 2 mil 
The get-up of text-books in the text-books for schools should be printed inthe . 9 
Eastern · Bengal. local press, and on country- made , the Bharat ae 
Mitra (Calcutta) of the 9th June does not ‘believe that His Honour will be : . 
able to make the European publishers, such as Messrs. Macmillan & Co. and 
Longmans & Co., conform to his orders. Had he possessed such strength of 
mind, he would not have made his rule unpopular y supporting the cause of 
the weavers of Manchester. i 
14. The Hitvarta (Calcu‘ta]) of the 10th Juno is 3 that the Inspeotor- Hitvana, 
General of Civil Hospitals, the Lieutenant- dn 10h. 1 
The case “9 928 of the Governor of the Punjab, and Lord Minto should 
„ not have as yet paid any attention to the prayers 
of the students of the Medical College, Lahore, who have ceased to attend 
college on account of certain grievances against the authorities of the College. 
15. The Dacca Gasette [ Dacca] of the 11th June speaks of the deplorable Deca Gazette, 
nature of the results of the last University e ieh, 10%. 
The results of the last Entrance Entrance Examination, and expresses the opinion 
e that it was the difficult nature of the question- 
papers on English Grammar and Translation, on Arithmetic and Algebra, on 
Sanskrit, and on Geography and Science which is responsible for this state 
of things, and not the swadeshi agitation, as is supposed by some persons. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administra tion. 


16. The G@harbandhu [Ranchi] of the Ist June reports prevalence of  Guansannnn, 
small-pox in Ranchiand the numerous deaths due June let, 1008. 
to that disease. 
17. The Behar Bandhu (Bankipur] of the 7th June refers to the Bua Baxpnu, 
explanation for misconduct offered by Buhnath eth. 100. 
A complaint against the chaprass Singh, a peon of the Colgong Municipality in 
ale Municipality in Bhagalpur, to the Magistrate who called for the 
same, and prays that the District Officer will 
kindly ascertain the real facts, and save the people from the oppression of 
the peon. 
18. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 9th June draws attention to Hownan Haren, 
| the need of re-excavating the Kana Damodar (a June bh, 1906. 
ute of es branch of the Damodar) in the interests of the 
water-supply of the inhabitants of Maju, an im- 
portant village in the Jagatballabpur thana in Howrah, and in this connexion 
regrets the action of the Magistrate of Howrah in having decided to postpone 
till winter a personal inspection which he had at first agreed to make in 
response to numerous petitions on the subject. It is urged that it is in summer 
and not in winter that one can correctly gauge the amount of misery causod 
by scarcity of drinking-water. 


Small-pox in Banchi. 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


19. The Birbhum Hitaishi [Birbhum] of the 8th Jane complains that the RIRBRCM 
pani-pandes, the men Whose duty it is to supply , 0 f 
drinking-water to the Hindu passengers at railway Te 
stations, are not found at their post of duty at Bolpur, Ahmedpur, Sinthia, 
Mollarpur and certain other stations on the East Indian Railway, except only 
when the mail trains arrive and depart from the platforms. 
20. The Daily Hitavadi 1 of the llth June regrets that the pany aravan, 
ie a _ Creation of the Railway Board has not had the June ima, 1% 
mallet zudtadrinking water in effect of removing any of the grievances of native 
passengers on Indian railways. The arrangements 
for supplying drinking-water, for instance, to such passengers in railway stations 
are as unsatisfactory as ever, and in the hot season the sufferings of thirsty 
passengers become intense. The writer suggests that arrangements should be 
made to carry drinking-water in trains themselves, so that passengers may 
get a free and easy supply of it. 


A railway complaint. 


Caasv un. 
June 5th, 1906. 


6% 
()- General. 


21. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 5th June writes as follows :— 


— 
* 


aS 3 Bo ere Se a eee when we shall see the last of 
Lieutenant-Governor he arbitrary doings now going on in Bengal. 
3 ond, Mr, Kerle Tota Minto is silent, — 5 has noticed the 

deep ill-feeling subsisting between the rulers and 


the ruled. And Mr, Morley has not succeeded in curbing the arbitrary 


conduct of the rulers of new Bengal. W after oppression has brought 
about dire unrest in the province. The administrative machinery is 


1 and the whole province is filled with anxiety and excitement. 
How 


ong can the Government go on in this fashiou? The people of the 
country have failed to realise the relation subsisting between the Secretary: of 
State and the rulers on the spot. Both the Viceroy and the provincial 


Governors, though nominally subordinate to the Secretary of State, do often 


in practice frustrate his object and nullify his orders. Sir Bampfylde Fuller 


has by his words and deeds proved how insubordinate some officials in this 


country have become. His attitude towards the British Parliament and the 
Calcutta High Court is already well known, and now he is slighting the 
Secretary of State by oppressing the Bengalis against. Mr, Morley’s wishes, 

Mr. Morley said that the officials in India wished to be sympathetic 
towards the people they ruled over. But we, up to this moment, have failed 
to discover any proof of sympathetic treatment of the people. On the 
contrary, there are not wanting proofs that the officials in the new province 
are growing more and more high-hunded day by day. We thought that 
people had seen the last of official high-handedness in the Barisal affair. But 
we were mistaken. High-handedness has not ceased yet. Law is being 
ignored at every step. From the Lieutenant-Governor down to the police of 
East Bengal, everybody connected with the Government of the new province 
is committing oppression in defiance of the law. The Secretary of State 
ordered the withdrawal of the Lyon circulars, and the circulars, which were 
the source of great mischief, were, accordingly, withdrawn, but their venom 
has remained behind. The new circular withdrawing the former ones is a 
strange piece of document. The real object which lay hidden behind the 
new circular has now come to light and a fresh régime of oppression bas 
commenced in consequence of it. Immediately after. the withdrawal of the 
Lyon circulars, notices began to be issued everywhere that no processions 
would be allowed without a license. This meant a complete stoppage of all 
processions, for the licenses since granted were so hedged round with difficult 
conditions as to make it impossible for people to bring forth processions under 
them. In many places, again, licenses granted were cancelled on groundless 
pretexts. Objection has also been again taken to the cry of Bande Mataram 
in the streets.. And the new régime of oppression has become fully developed, 
particularly in Muktagacha in the Mymensingh district. 

We see Sir Bampfylde Fuller’s hand lurking behind all these high-handed 
doings. The officials say that they are pursuing this policy in order to prevent 
breaches of the peace. No one but a fool will believe that likelihoods of 
breaches of the peace have suddeniy cropped up, when for the last eight 
months the cry of Bande Mataram has not been objected to by the Musalmans 
nor has brought about any breach of the peace. Nor is it likely, without the 
secret crders of the highest officials, that the Magistrates and the police every- 
where are issuing similar circulars. People believe that, wounded at 
Mr. Morley’s orders, Sir Bampfylde Fuller is trying to maintain his own 
prestige by ee meee to nullify them. It has always been a cardinal 
principle with Sir ptylde Fuller as a ruler to gain his object by a skilful 
violation or evasion of the law or the orders of higher authorities. The 


enhancement of rents in the Central Provinces is an instance of this shameful 


policy, and a similar policy is now being pursued in regard to Mr. Morley’s 

Will the Secretary of State remain silent over this impertinence of the 
Lieutenant- Governor? The phantom of prestige has frightened Mr. Morley 
into non-interference with: the partition. We are curious to see how he now 
maintains his own prestige. Lue 
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notiee said to have been recently issued by ce Mam 


— M 


. In efexion with the 
22. Inco 2 


the 5th June writes that o issue of this notice in h, a Bengt 
A of it has also been published and copies of the translation put t 
in public places, but that there is a slight difference between the En, 
original and the Bengali translation, in that the former speaks only of Mymen- 
singh town, while the latter refers to Mymensingh and other towns.  _—_. 
The paper then goes on to point out that henceforth, even to carry their 
dead for cremation or burial, Hindus as well as Musalmans will have to take 2 
out passes from the police. Never before did the country come to such a 
lamentable pass as this. No Hindu procession yet provoked any breach of 
the peace in any town of the district of Mymensingh, nor did the annnal 
Muharram processions of the Musalmans meet with any resistance from. the 
Hindus. Why will Government persist in dreaming dreams of breaches of 
the peace ? | 
23. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 80: Sar viene 
a , the 7th June refers to the statements mado by — — 
“Sympathy” in Mymensingh.” His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and June 7th, 1906. 
Mr. Morley to the effect that India should be governed in a spirit of sympathy 
with the natives of the country, and remarks that Sir B. Fuller is following this 
advice of sympathetic administration in a very queer fashion. The Mukta- 
gachha police recently arrested some of the members of a local Hari Sankirtan 
which was holding its annual celebration in connection with the 
Hari Sabha of the place, established 18 years back. The arrests were made 
on the ground that the party had not taken ont a license for the Sankérian 
procession. But no one knew that such a licence was necessary, because it 
had never been required on similar occasions during the last 18 years. If 
ülcenses have to be taken out for religious processions, Sir B. Fuller's Govern- 
ment may some day require all its subjects to be provided with licenses for 
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going to their dinner as well. Lord Minto cannot fail to realise that in India i 
official interference. with religious festivities is sure to lead to serious conse- i 
quences. It is, therefore, hoped that His Excelleticy will direct the Govern- 1 
ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam to conduct itself in future with prudence, tit 
caution and uprightness in such matters. 7 _—— - 
24. The Samivani [Calcutta] of the 7th June concludes‘as follows an sin an, 14 
. Wikhemn Diiaad article headed Who is the final authority, John Js th. 1906. i 
en Bengal. Morley or Sir Bampfylde?” in the course of } 
which reference is successively made to Mr. Morley’s statement in Parliament 1 
that it is the wish of Government to act in a sympathetic and considerate 1 
spirit, and to the action of the police at Muktagacha in Mymensingh in having 1 
on the 3rd June last interfered with a Bande Mataram procession proposed to be a 
led by Dr. Bipin Bihari Sen, L. u. s. 1 


We are in no way sorry to see that oppression is on the increase. We 5 
already knew that law had disappeared from Eastern Bengal, we now know 1 
further that the Secretary of State for India possesses no authority there. Let 1 
these things encourage the e of that province to the discharge of their wal 

n 


duties with intensified zeal. Under the law, the public has the right of passing , 1 
in procession without music without taking out a police license. The public 1 
will never give up this right. If to maintain this right, imprisonment has Hig 
to be undergone, it shall be undergone cheerfully. The more oppression 1 
increases, the more will Bengalis come to know their own strength. 1 
25. The Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 8th June writes as follows :— Hrravanr, Ha 
9 The other day, in reply to a question put by June 8th, 1906, a 
neha” and the agitation Mr. Rees in the lee of . Mr. Morley 1 
Res, said that he was not aware that the recent admin- 1 
istrative changes in Eastern Bengal had given rise to a widespread discontent 2 nee 
in that part of the country. Was it ignorance or political duplicit: which led oy 1 f 
the Secretary of State to give this reply? Our faith in the Liberal Government „ 
is being gradually shaken by . replies given by Mr. Morley. Whenever 4 


eas > 


Basumati, 
June 9th, 1906. 


Dar Hrrava l, 


June 10th, 1906. 


Dacca PRakas, 


May 10th, 1906. 
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ian question 


P * Laber dne E people? 

All ¢ this leads us to think that our chief fault is that we are lovers of peace, 
1 In connection with the present agitation, we are frying our best to ‘act 
with due respect for the established law of the land, we entirely disapprove 
of the idea of showing any disrespect to the Sovereign or his representative 
in India, and we gave a most sincere and cordial welcome to the Prince 
and Princess of Wales at a time when we were convulsed with a great 


national grief, but these are precisely the reasons why the intensity of our 


agitation: and the keenness of the sorrow and disappointment created by 


the partition of Bengal in the public mind are ignored. Had we taken to 


brutal means to give expression to our grievances, created anarchy in the 
country and caused bloodshed, then surely the authorities would have 
realised the intensity of our agitation. What proof does Mr. Morley want 
of the discontent which prevails in the country in consequence of the 
partition? Does he want to see Bengal convulsed by acts such as those 
which Russian revolutionaries are having recourse to? There is positively 
only one man of position in Eastern Bengal who has been led by consider- 
ations of self-interest to support the partition. But even this nobleman, 
the Nawab of Dacca, has declared in the Supreme Legislative Council 
that the agitation against the partition is sincere. Does not Mr. Morley 
see that if people fail to obtain redress of their grievances by lawful agitation, 
they will be led to have recourse to unlawful means? If the Secretary 
of State wants to maintain the prestige of the British Government and 
gain laurels of public esteem in India, his dealings with the Indians must - 


be sincere and candid. It is useless to try to hide duplicity in the garb of 


ignorance. If he has any doubts as to the real state of things in the 
country, he should institute an independent enquiry into it, instead of 
believing every word the authorities on the spot may choose to say. 

26. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 9th June says that Sir B. Fuller 
1 me end Sic B. Fall is disregarding Mr. Morley’s orders and continuing 

erer NELLIE ELSE bis usual foolish policy. In future the Secretary 
of State, whenever issuing an order to Sir Bampfylde, should take care 
that it is accompanied 1 some such warning as, Fuller, don't oppress 
the Indian people, or I shall dismiss you.“ 

27. With reference to the reported action of Sir B. Fuller's Government 
1 in ane eager the uttering of Bande Mataram 
ir Vampryice Fuller alleged in the public streets in Mymensingh, the Dai! 

mmm . 2 of the l Oth J — after a4 
ferring to the story of the English school-master who did not take off his 
hat to the present King-Emperor when His Majesty went to inspect his 
class, lest by so doing the authority exercised over his pupils sbould be 
thought compromised, goes on to remark that Sir Bampfylde Fuller has 
disregarded. Mr. Morley’s orders with the intention of keeping his supremacy 
over his subjects unimpaired in their eyes. 

‘His Honour was afraid lest by obeying Mr. Morley’s orders, he should 
lead anybody to think that he was not the final seat of authority in Eastern 
Bengal, and that even he had a master to whom appeals could be preferred 
against acts of injustice perpetrated by him, and lest he should thereby 
make people unwilling to render obedience to Shaista Kban. That is why 
he has reassumed his old guise. It does not need to be pointed out that 
most terrible consequences are likely to result ultimately if a man of Sir 
B. Fuller’s character is placed in charge of the administration. Have the 
various unlawful means adopted by him to repress the swadeshi agitation 
succeeded in their purpose? Have they not rather strengthened the 
agitation ? 
208. The Dacca Prakas 33 of the 10th June says that the more 

the people of Eastern Bengal are weeping in pain 

2g 8 eee Benen. and distress and lutching the knees: of Sir B. 
Fuller, the more. His Honour is treating them with kicks and blows. If, 
therefore, it is useless. to cry and pray, why then pray at all? If it is useless 


( 625 ) | 
test at all? The Bengalis are, therefore, advised to 


to pr otest, wh i; 3 4 d 8 b 
i habit of ventilating their grievances and turn their attention 
gies poi , al —5 Political oppression is their friend now. 


It was political oppression which raised the ttas of old and created 


the sturdy Sikh race. | 5 
99. In noticing the partial withdrawal of the Fuller circular prohibit- 
ing the cry of Bande Mataram, the Hindi - Banga- 
The Fuller circular. vast [Calcutta] of the llth June says that our 
idea bas hitherto been that every Indian officer is subordinate to the Secretary 


of State for India, but now we see that Sir Bampfylde Fuller is superior . 


to him. | 
It is rumoured, says the Medini Bhandhav (Midna of the 6th 
“4 June, that the e will visit 
Midnapore on the 4th proximo. It will give great 
satisfaction to the local 2 if the scheme of 
partitioning the district is dropped in consequence of His Honour’s visit. 


31. I˙t is rumoured, says the Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 6th June, that the 
Collector of Burdwan has issued a E tion 
enquiring whether the people of the district would 
object to a fixing of the price of rice at 8 seers 
73 chitaks per rupee. But the proclamation has been circulated in such an 
unsatisfactory manner that the writer, who is evidently an inhabitant of the 
district, has not yet been able to procure a copy of it. Had it been properly 
circulated, the Collector would have been by this time deluged with petitions 
objecting against the above rate as extremely high. The proclamation ought 
to have been sent to the newspapers of the district for publication. 


32. The Soltan Calcutta] of the 8th June draws attention to a rule 
imposed by Government on intending pilgrims to 
Mecca, requiring such pilgrims, when they buy their 
tickets for the journey outward, to take tickets for the return journey as well, 
and in this connexion asks for information as to what procedure is adopted in 
the case of those pilgrims who go to Mecca intending to pass the rest of their 
lives there, as also in the case of those who die after arrival at their destination 
before they can return home. In the latter case, it is suggested that the 
aay pilgrim’s widow or other heir should be entitled to a refund of the 
return fare. 


33. The Bharat Mitra [ Caleutta] of the 9th June is sorry that the word 

swadesht has now come to give offence to the 

officials of the Punjab also. The Director of Public 

Instruction, Punjab, has dismissed three Hindu 

teachers of the Layalpur High School on a charge of taking part in the swadeshs 
agitation. 

34. Referring to the project eauctioned by Government of surrounding 

the field of Plassey by 


Rumoured visit of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor to Midnapore. 


Proposed fixing of the price of 
rice in Burdwan. 


The Mecca pilgrimage. 


The Punjab officials and the 
swadeshi. 


The Plassey field. 1 of the 9th June asks whether it will not 
remind the people of Lord Clive’s forgery and Mir Jaffar’s treachery. 


35. With reference to the remarks on the vernacular press which occur in 
the Bengal Administration Report for 1904-1905, 
the Howrah Hitaisit [Howrah| of the 9th June 
writes that these remarks are exaggerated and are 
the outcome of a feeling of morbid hatred on the part of Government, which 
(be nb: from a consciousness of the increasing influence of the native press with 
970 public and of the success with which that press has familiarised all classes 
0 


Government and the verna- 
calar press. 


the population with accounts of official misdeeds. 5 


The influence of the native press with the public now is too well established 
{0 suffer from any deliberate misrepresentation by Government, which is likely 
only to forfeit public confidence and sympathy by such conduct. The paper 


concludes by assuring Government that it and its contemporaries will continue 


in the old path of exposing all wrongs etrated by officials, undeterred by 
considerations of official approbation 9 sw , 
sense of duty and public responsibility, 


and guided only by a 


pprobation, 


a wall, the Bangavass 
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936. The Bindi rns . J Chief Cour June ox that the rooms 
hee Pret Fee : ore Chi urd in which the Euro 
The electric fans in the Chief. Judges hold their court are fitted with elettzic 
Court, Lahore. f ' g e e . ° 
their work aro fitted with gente pulled nnn 
eir work are wi the hand. Such is the justice of 
chief judicial court of the Punjab. Doe at 192 
37. The Islam [Calentia of the 11 = J fin the Nes By ie peon of the 
bi i post-office (in the Narail subdivision) gross] 
„ neglects his duties in the matter of * 
delivering letters, &c., to their addressees, in spite of the warning afforded 
by the dismissal of his two immediate predecessors for similar neglect. 
The same paper speaks of a similar neglect of duties on the part of the 
peon of the Kusura post-office in the district of Dacca. 
38. Referring to the letter recently issued by the Chief Secretary to the 
1 13 aire yt Eastern Bengal 1 ee on the 
usalmans and ministerial gubject of the appointment of Musalmans to 
1 F — offices W * various districts in that 
province, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 18th June 
writes that this letter does not seem to call for comment. It is one of the 
moves which Sir Bampfylde Fuller has all along been taking with the object 
of enlisting the sympathies of the Musalman community on the side of his 
Government and of widening the breach between the Musalmans and the 
Hindus. It does not seem likely that the Musalmans will be unable to see 
through this trick and piece of policy. It is incredible that they can have 
already forgotten the scandal which was lately perpetrated in connexion with 
the appointment of some of their co-religionists as police darogas. What have 
those people who deny official responsibility for the Mymensingh riots to say 
after reading this letter? It may be that the officials did not in so many 
words advise the Musalmans to commit outrages on the Hindus, but they 
should have considered the ultimate consequences of such actions as they have 
actually taken. ‘They cannot certainly claim to be absolved from all responsi- 
bility merely on the ground that they have refrained from direct incitement 
to revolt, in the face of the fact that their undue partiality towards one 
section of the population has encouraged that section to commit outrages on 
another section: In any case, no matter what the motive of the authorities in 
Eastern Bengal may be, the good sense of the educated Musalmans is relied 
on with confidence by all, 


III.— LEGISLATION, 


39. The Sanjivani (Calcutta | of the 7th June writes that no Bengali will 
3 agree to be a member of Sir B. Fuller's Legis- 
One, Fuller's Legislative tive Council. Information has been received that 

nee | the Mymensingh, Tangail, Jamalpur, Muktagacha, 
Netrokona and Kishorganj Municipalities have decided not to return any 
member. No definite intelligence has yet been obtained from Sherpur, but 
the presence of large-minded and dutiful patriots like Rai Radhaballabh 
Chowdhury and Charu Chunder M ee at that place is a guarantee that 
nobody there will dare to behave disgracefully. 

From Dacca also news has come that nobody from that place has yet 
offered bimself for election. Two Europeans have sent in their names from 
‘Naraingan]. | 

It.is known that Faridpur stands firm up to this moment. 
In Backergunge, some trouble is apprehended in consequence of the 
conspiracy of certain officials, but it is to be hoped that Barisal will not 
disgrace its well-established reputation for patriotism. : 
The Maharaja of Dinajpur is being officially requested to stand, but he is 
a lover of his country and it may therefore be confidently expected that he will 
not, in consequence of official pressure, trample on the Iand of bis birth. __ 
»  Pabna is immoveable. Rajshahi is patriotic. Rangpur, Bogra, Malda 
and —— are certain not to bring disgrace on their country. eee 
. . Bengalis will never put a mark of disgrace on their foreheads by becoming 
members of Sir B. Fuller's Council. Let all remain steadfast. — 


J. 
/ 


1 
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/ V.—Psosprcrs oy THR Crops AND Coxpition or (THE Prurl Es. 


40. The Furidpur Hitaishins Farid pur] of the 20th May writes that one 


/ 


Erfan’ Shekh of Mukhsud Bhandarpara, ha 

, Scarcity in Faridpur. / succumbed to starvation, ad ble wife and children 
are also dying for the same reason. Thethree sons and two daughters of Kajlu 
Laskar will scon die for want of food. The lives of Efaddin Khan, his wife, 
two daughters and five sons are in a precarious state. The wiie, the dat hter 
dying 


the daughter-in-law and the three sons of Kamiruddi Shekh are almost 
for want of sustenance. The mother and a son of deceased Jasimuddi 


are lying bed-ridden for lack of food. ‘Ihe wife of Asiruddi Laskar and 


his brother, the mother and two daughters of deceased Chhaber Shekh, and Gopal 


Sikdar, his wife and two daughters are in sore 1 prostration for want of 


food. Kitardi, Adu, Shola and Nader Fakir have been made incapable of 
walking for want of food. Rahim and his mother and many others of 
Bhandarpara are half-dead with hunger. | ! 


. ‘2 

Large numbers of the population of Lona Dighirpar, Sultan Dighirpar, 
Machhiara, Kendua, Pachhra, Govindapur, and 4 villages have Wen 
reduced to a state bordering on death by starvation. Babu Dwarkanath 
Kaviraj of Calcutta, who is an important personage in this part of the country, 
has decided to advance Rs, 5 each (probably without. interest; to about 80 of 
is raiysts. . 5 

The same paper reports from Nilmi Sirain, Bhanga station; that many 
people there cannot nowadays afford a full meal even on each alternate day. 


Thieves are abroad, stealing ready cooked rice from the kitchens of house- 


holders. 


41. The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 3rd June says that unless the warnings 
as to the prevalence of acute famine in Tippera 
: which it has been reiterating for some time past are 
promptly attended to by Government, there is risk of loss of life from starvation 
ensuing at an early date. The takkavi loan which Mr. Clayton was advancin 
to the agriculturists lately will not afford any relief to them before the mon 
of Aswin next. What are they to do to keep body and soul together in the 
interval? Wails are ooming from all sides. The prices of rice are going up. 
Common country rice is selling at six seers per rupee. Rangoon rice for a time 
was not to be hai at all. At present it is available, but only at the rate of five 
rupees per maund. Bands of men are coming from the villages to the sadar to 
obtain loans from Government, but the various official formalities and vexations 
to be gone through usually scare away most of them. Even cattle are being 
mortgaged to raise money. Thefts are being reported on all sides. If things 
continue like this for a little while loager, grave disquiet is to be apprehended 
in the country. ones 
A householder of the village of Dattapara, Swarup Chandra Dhupi by name, 
committed suicide on the 50th May last. It is rumoured that the man, along 
with his wife and children, had passed the two days previous without any food. 


42. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 7th June draws attention to the 
necessity of granting relief in connexion with the 
scarcity from which the inhabitants of Baburhat in 
Tippera are now suffering. The price of common rice there is six rupees per 
maund and that of Rangoon rice is five rupees for the same quantity. These 
Prices are still increasing. : : 3 

43. The Aſedini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 6th June questions the accu- 
racy of the official report published in the Calcutta 
Gazette that common rice is selling at 10 seers per 
rupee at Midnapore, and says that as a matter of fact it is selling at not more 


than 9 seers per rupee in that town. 


44. The Kastpur Nivasi [Barisal] of the 6th June writes that hundreds of 
persons are daily found calling upon the District 
Ae Magistrate for loans from Government, and they 
besiege his doors in groups with cries and wails of distress and beg to be ‘saved 
‘from starvation, Their bodies are mostly famished. Rice 18 still selling at 
9 kanchi seers per rupee, - i eek | 


Famine in Tippera. 


Distress in Tippera. 


Price of rice at Midnapore. 


Scarcity in Backergunge. 
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45. 4 correspondent of the Jyoti Chittagong) af the 7th June says that 
3 amgath in Hill Chittagong is passing thropgh a 
amine. Common rice is selling at seven or eight 

seers per rupee, and people have not the where- 

rumoured that the district authorities are making 


the poor by advances of money. 
ys the editor 


7 


VI.—MiscsLLANxOUsS. 


46. The Sandhya (One) of the 1 4 J 70 ore 2 the speeches 
bit i recently delivere Mr. Tilak and his friends 
Mr. Tilak’s speech in Calontta. Mr. Khaparde and Pr. Munji, in Calcutta, were 
simple and at the same time spirited. They spoke of self-respect and spoke 
like men. They plainly said that the English treat the Indians like Chandals 
and insult them, and that the latter are not worthy of being called men if they 
do not resent such treatment. Mr. Tilak urged the people to stick to the 
swadeshi at any cost. It is necessary to create in the minds of the people a 
hatred against foreign articles. 
47. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of = + une makes * following 
: extracts from Mr. Tilak’s speech at the late Sivaji 
oo om, ago festival in Calcutta :— b i 
It is sheer foolisbness to expect any help from Englishmen in the cause of 
the swadesht movement. Other enemies of the swadesht are our own countrymen 
who are in the service of Government They have sold themselves to their 
ulers, they cannot even speak the truth. If they cannot do their duty, why 
do they not give up their appointments ? Sivaji was a true swadesht; he rose 


sinst his father who was a Government servant, The rising generation 
hould honour the swadeshi even more than their parents. The swadeski move- 
ment was started in the Maharatta country about 21 years ago. The British - 
Government have destroyed our indigenous industries, what right have they 


now to oppose the swacesht movement? They carry away from us crores of 
rupees. They are afraid of Russia, but if they allow the Indians to grow 
strong, the latter can fight the Russians at St. Petersburg itself and teach them 


~~ good lesson. 


The Sivaji festival and Musal- _ 48. Referring to the Sivaji festival, the Solan 
mans. [Calcutta] of the 8th June writes as follows: 


The man who advocates the holding of such a festival cannot help 
stigmatising the Musalman rule in India as tyrannical and highly oppressive 
towards Hindus, because Sivaji'’s spirit of nationality, bravery and patriotism 
cannot be shown in bold relief, unless placed on a dark background of 
Musalman anarchy, oppression and lawlessness. 

The exploits of Sivaji may justly be compared with those of Chenghiz — 
Khan and Tamerlane, with this difference, that while the latter plundered vast 
dominions, the devastations wrought by the former were limited to provinces 
only, And it has yet to be shown that Sivaji had any vast patriotic schemes 
in his contemplation. It may be that towards the end of his life he turned his 
attention to the work of doing good to his country and countrymen. 

We know that the object of our Hindu brethren in celebrating the Sivaji 
festival is neither to wound Musalman feelings nor to vilify the reign of Aurang- 
zebe. But the noble purpose with which they are working has an inseparab 
connexion with the history of the Musalman rule in India. In order to give 
high praise to Sivaji, one cannot but censure Musalman rule. Cannot the 
annals of the Hindu race point to a single hero whom even the tongue of slander 
will not dare call a chief of dacoits or a treacherous man? How can our 


Hindu brethren wipe away from the page of history the record of Sivaji’s 
inhuman conduct towards Afzal Khan and his army ? 


7 / . 


(6200 N 


40. Referring to the Sivaji festival, the Fugantar [Calcutta] of the 10th 


/ 


3 June ssys:— . 
The Sivaji festiral. How great 4 the ng between India as 
under the Musalmans and India as she is under the English. Under 
2 Musalmans, India was practically under the sway of the . If the 
Musalmans were oppressive, their oppreesions were open, so that people could 
resent them on the spot. But the oppressions of the — are covert, and 
the fact that such oppressions are not felt immediately, destroys the power of 
the poor oppressed to resent or retaliate. Under the Musalmans, India was not 
so poor as she is now. = ass 
Sivaji used to honour his sword more than he used to honour himself, 
because it was that sword which made him the favourite of goddess Bhavani. 
And to-day, O Indian, if you throw away that sword and give a swordless 
Sivaji a seat in your heart, be sure that destruction will await that heart. 
50. The Hitavadi — of the 8th June contrasts the sincere and 
cordial welcome which the Prince and Princess 
of Wales received from the Bengalis at a time 
when the latter were smitten by a severe national calamity and highly agitated 
in consequence of official oppressions, with the recent bomb outrage on the 
King and Queen of Spain. Is it because the Indians are so loyal that they 
are so much oppressed by their English rulers? However that may be, a 
continuance of the present state of things is sure to lead to consequences 
injurious alike to the rulers and the ruled. 


The loyalty of the Indians. 


51. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 9th June is sorry that Mr. Baton 
June 9th, 1906, 


| of America should come from the Antipodes to 

, The Governmentand the rearing fetch bees from this country while the Indians 

. should be so indifferent in the matter of rearing 

them. Mr. Baton is making a tour of the world in search of bees at the public 

expense, and the American Government is spending large sums of money on it. 
What does our Government spend in this direction ? 


— 


52. The Hitvarta [ Calcutta] of the 10th June has the following :— 


Lord Reay, in addressing the annual meetin 
N of the Royal "Reintic Society of London, said that 
Europe was indebted to Asia for the knowledge which the latter gave her and 
that two thousand years before the East was, as it were, the mother of the West, 
but the relation in which they stand at present is that of a goat and a one 
The people of the West are paying. their debt by ill-treating and trampling 
under foot the people of the East. This is the way in which that country 
generally pays her debt. i . | 
53. The Yuganiar (Caleutta] of the 10th June writes as follows: 
ae The Bengalis have fallen in the bad graces of 
gal, he inzolenee of the ungrate- Englishmen. The sight of not more than four or 
; five Bengalis singing in a chorus ina public street 
is enough to make an Englishman lose his temper. In Mymensingh Bande 


Mataram and Hari Sankirtan processions are considered criminal, and even 


Visarjan processions escorting idols to be consigned to water have been 
dispersed. The ungrateful and perfidious English do not remember that it 
was chiefly with the hel 5 of the Bengalis that they were able to establish 
political supremacy in India. In the dark days of the sepoy mutiny, too, the 
Bengalis stood loyally by their side. It was not through any selfish motive 
that the Bengalis helped the English in establishing political supremacy in the 
country. It was through folly that they did so. And to-day they are happy 
that Providence has given them the opportunity of expiating their past sin 


by becoming the eyesore of the English. The English have not the power 


to subdue the Bengalis. In the field of Plassey the Bengalis had only made 
them a gift of the power of ruling the country. On the day of that battle 
Mirmadan, Mohanlal and others could easily have routed Clive’s forces, The 
Bengalis have, therefore, nothing to fear from the frowning looks and strong 
arms of those who have become their rulers through their favour. The 
Bengalis hold in their hands the power of moving and guiding all India. As 
we raised the English, so we can bring them down. a | 

354. The Hindi Bangavasi [ Calcutta) of the 11th criticizes the indifference 


of the Marwari community towards the swadesh 


The M : 5 
1e Marwaris and the swadeshi, movement and exhorts them to join it. The Paper 
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says, when the Bengalis started the swadeshi movement, the Marwaris availed 
themselves of the opportunity to bring pressure to bear upon the European firms 
ough thie Chamber of Commerce to grant them certain concessions in matters 
regarding the import trade and had a long correspondence with them on the 
subject, Some 1 of success was also given to them at the time, but what has 
been the result so far? Has the promise made at the time been fulfilled? So 
far as we know, the Chamber of Commerce has done actually nothing yet, since 
the grievances complained of stil] remain as they were. The idea was that the 
success of the swadeshi agitation would compel the European firms to attend to 
the complaints of the Marwaris, but these firms have done nothing in the matter 
so far and are not likely to do anything in future. But in spite of this the 
Marwaris are not giving up their blind following. In spite of the disgrace 
brought on their heads in this way, the Marwaris are not giving up dealing 
with them and thus submitting to all sorts of humiliation at the hands of the 
foreigners. They still cling to them and are unwilling to have the honour of 

joining the swadeshi. Can they tell us what is the reason of their so doing? 
ee 55. We learn from an article which has appeared in the Times of London, 
nnn a 11 in Engeland. Says the Daily Hitavadi (Calcutia) of the 11th 
neren e on ungen ESE” June, that the number of lunatics in England has 
increased five times within the last five years. The conduct of some of the 
officials in Eastern Bengal, however, had led us to the same conclusion 
regarding the sanity of the English people. Everyone will say that the 
official who forgets his rank and position at the cry of Bande Mataram or 
swadesht and gives chase stick in hand to a boy, five years old, is insane 
in spite of his being the head of a district, It is our misfortune that we 
have to obey orders issued by such lunatics. It is hoped that in future, when 
appointments of officials for India will be made in England, arrangements 

ill be made to examine carefully the state of their minds. 

Dacca GazETTE, 56. The Dacca ns 


Dacca] of the 1ith June writes as follows in 

June 11th, 1906, nglish :— 
Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt leaves for England 
by the end of this month. It is not a holiday 
trip to enjoy the cool refreshing sea-breezes or to profit by the invigorating 


Mr. R. C. Dutt and the parti- 
tion question in England. 


influence of the English climate, but it is undertaken, at immense personal 
sacrifices, in response to the sacred call of duty which every true Indian owes 
to the ill-fated mother-country. His mission on the present occasion is to 
put before the British 2 the injustice, oppression and iron rule obtaining 


in the Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam under the present regime. 
The Chittagong Association and the Faridpur People's Association have 

alread i i represent them in England. The choice of all 
Bengal has unanimously fallen upon him. Mr. Dutt and Mr. Gokhale, already 
championing our cause in England, are both men of action and masters of 
details. As matters stand at present, it is fervently hoped that their mission 
would prove successful, that they would be able to create some interest in our 
favour. 

With regard to one thing we would humbly ask them to be particularly 
on their guard. They should studiously avoid the making of such appeals 
to British sense of honour and justice, as have hitherto been done. We 
have had enough of these fruitless appeals and supplications. The English 

eople know and understand their own interests better than anybody else. 
t it be deeply impressed upon their minds that the interests of England 
and India are so closely entwined and intermixed that the furtherance of 
the cause of one apart from that of the other is absolutely impossible, If 
the interests of England be prejudicial to those of India, or if the interests 
of India be anyhow in jeopardy for want of proper support and patronage 
from her, England shall have to be a greater loser in the long run than India. 
Under the circumstances the British public should be repeatedly asked to 
bear in mind that if they mean to secure ever-increasing permanent interests 
in India, sympathy on a larger scale ought to be the Aten of the Indian 
administration, the indigenous arts and industries ought to be revived and 
encouraged, all abuses of power and authority by the ruling classes ought 
to be put down with a high hand, even-handed justice ought to be adminis- 
tered to all classes of His Majesty’s subjects, and a fair share in the 
administration and protection of the country ought to be given to qualified 
Indians—in short, the entire Indian population ought to be conciliated. 


( 531 ) 


| Dntra Pavers. | | 


57, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd June learns that Babu Jayanta 


3 Rao, son of Babu Madhusudan Rao, has | 

4 Uriys E A. . the Second ab 5 from the Medical 

Calcutta, and suggests that as Babu Jayanta Rao is the only Uriya 

ee eg 2 — that examination after Babu Ananda Lal Bose, 2 

Assistant Surgeon, Cuttack, Government will be graciously pleased to confer 
a suitable post on him in the medical line. a 


58, Referring to the outrages committed on two female passengers i 


Puri, that appeared in the columns of the Uriya 
Dangers to female passengersat 4 Nayasamvad and that were reported on the 
= 26th May 1906, the Utkaldarpan | Sambal ur | of 
the 28th May observes that it is the women of India who form the largest 
number of visitors to Puri, the holiest place in India, and that many ladies 
travel to Puri without being escorted by the male members of their family. 
If the idea gets abroad that the ladies are likely to be beset with difficulties 
at Puri, they are most likely to give up the desire of a pilgrimage to the land 
of their salvation—a state of things not at all desirable under the British rule, 
59. Referring to the recent criminal case in Barisal in which Deputy 
) Magistrate Mr. J. K. Ghose, after entertaining 
the petition of the complainant and recording bis 
deposition, submitted it to the District Magistrate for orders, the Utkaldipika 
[Cuttack] of the 2nd June observes that both the Deputy Magistrate and 
the District Magistrate concerned acted illegally, that the District Magistrate 
was more to blame as he not only violated the law himself but instructed 


A Barisal matter. 


his subordinate to do the same, and that the Government concerned should 


take proper notice of the conduct of the Magistrates concerned. 
60. Referring to the state of lower primary schools in the Balasore 
3 district, the Manorama [ Baripada | of the 4th June 
‘a P teachers observes that the remuneration of the teachers 
. of those schools is very small, and that they can 
never be expected to prove efficient teachers unless they are paid in the 
proper way. 
61. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 3lst May points out that 
the mukhtars attached to the Balasore Collector- 
sarkh ee 15 Bal to build a mukh- ate are compelled to work under trees in the 
CCollectorate compound in hot weather and in the 
verandah in the rainy weather. ‘This state of things is not at all satisfactory. 
The writer is glad that the attention of the new District Magistrate has 
been drawn tothe matter, and that a proposal is on foot to build a mukhtar- 
khana to the north of the Collector’s office. 3 
62, The Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur] of the 28th May advises the Uriyas 
5 of that district not to take the Bengalis there 
„un lee“ should follow their for their model, because the Bengalis want onl 
15 money. The Uriyas should rather follow their 
own elders, who are their natural guides and preceptor. 
63. The same paper is of opinion that Government, while filling up 
appointments in the Sambalpur district, should 
first consult the interests of the local men available, 
for the appointment of the Bengalis to Govern- 
ment posts in that district will cause much heart-burning in Uriya quarters. 
The writer prays that the British rulers will try to rescue United Orissa from 
the grasp of the Bengalis. 
64. Referring to the experiences of the Prince of Wales in India 
| as detailed in one of his speeches in London, the 
1 pg ag of re — Viſaldini ka [Cuttack] of the 2nd June points out 
b — saat Ce Highness was of opinion that the 
administration of India would be easier and 
happier if the administrators adopted an attitude of sympathy and conciliation 
towards the Indians. This shows that the Prince was aware that the Indians 
Were not being treated with sympathy. Though the Secretary of State for 
India agreed with the views of the Prince that the Indians should be governed 
with sympathy, it is clear from the action of Mr. Morley that he does not 
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act up to his principles. It is true that Mr. Morley has cancelled some of the 
e -c Sir B. Fuller in Eastern Bengal, but that is not all the 
Indians expect from him. As a Liberal he should study the wants of the 
Indians and take such steps as may be necessary for their real progress and 

in The i [Baripada] of th 5 
5. The Manorama ipada | of the 4th June defends the action of the 
Raja of Dhenkanal against the attacks of the Stat 
Sun e Uk against the of Utkal and points out by facts and figures tha 
the Star of Utkal was not justified in its observa. 


tions on the administration of the Dhenkanal State. It is hinted that the 


Bengalis want to monopolise certain posts in Dhenkanal, and that the Star of 

Uikal is, as their representative, offended whenever any Bengali officer of 

Dhenkanal comes to grief through his own action, 

66. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore] of the 30th May gives detailed 
| accounts of the steps which Mr. 8. K. Agasti, the 


we ge 1 . —. District Magistrate of Balasore, took to bring about 


22 good feelings between the Hindus and Muham- 
madans of that district, who were hitherto opposed 
to one another. Three representatives of the Hindus, three representatives of 
the Muhammadans, and three gentlemen nominated by the District Magistrate 
held a meeting at the Krishna Das Pal Memorial Hall in the Balasore town 
and discussed various points in connection with the playing of music in public 
streets. The labours of the meeting would have been crowned with success 
but for the obstinacy of certain Muhammadan members, who manifested 
unnecessary sid incompatible with the nature of the business that they 
had taken in hand. The writer is sorry that Mr. Agasti’s labours in this 
connection proved unsuccessful. : 

67. The Sambalpur Hitatshini [Bamra } of the 26th May is sorry to learn 
. that the swadeshi stores organised at Midnapore has 

The swadeshi stores at Midnae proved an entire failure and that it is not in an 
3 way creditable to the swadeshi leaders in that town. 
68. Referring to the absence of Sambalpur representatives from the 
third Utkal Union Conference at Balasore, the 
The absence of Sambalpur re. Utkaldarpan [ Sambalpur] of the 28th May explains 
"ae pong att svg pos we} Utkal that the representatives were prevented by personal 

reasons from attending the Conference. | 
69. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore] of the 30th May is glad to 


: learn that a public meeting was held at the 
4 fourth Utkal Union Con- Berhampore Town Hall in Ganjam with the object 
eren ce. I — eee : 4 
of settling preliminaries in connection with the 
sitting of the fourth Utkal Union Conference in that town. 
70. The same paper states that the pleaders in Dinajpur are busy in 


Qistributing Indian salt and other Indian articles 
‘The swadeshi pleaders in Dinaj- among the people of that town, and observes that 
pur. : * 7 — 
the people of Orissa may follow their example. 
71. The same paper is glad that the expression Bande Mataram” is 


making its way into all parts of the globe ata 
The expression “ Bande Mata- 


e expressi , la- rapid rate. A company of Englishmen, aided by a 
eae itself felt in foreign few Indians, received Mr. Gokhale at 0 K 


station in England with cries of Bande Mataram,” 
72. The same paper exhorts the public in Orissa to help the Utkal Union 
e e Conference in every way possible, for the Confer- 


ence aims at the industrial and agricultural 
development of Orissa. 


73. The same paper advises the Indians. to give up petty differences and 


SE narrow-mindedness and join together in moulding 
pee me ee their national character according to the light 


that is in them. All the Indian races should so act as to be consolidated 


into one great Indian nation. 
74. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd June is glad to learn that a 


swadesht Steamer Company has been founded 


; y 
in the Madras shine mga with the object of 
carrying on sea-borne traffic between Tuticorin and Colombo, and that 


A swadeshé transaction in Madras. 
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as the 1 are reputed to be good navigators, the business may prove 


iu the end. 
ace The Garjatbasint (Talcher] of the 2nd June states that the 2 
la 


public ve erected the Fraser Memorial 


The Fraser Memorial Hall. in that town at a cost of Rs. 2,500 with the object 


of perpetuating the memory of Sir Andrew Fraser, who re-introduced Uriya 
into the courts of Sambalpur. a 
76. The Sambalpur Hitaishini Bamra] of the 26th May states that the 
i Rerhakhol town has been destroyed by fire. The 
b loss of the residents in that town was very great. 
The Raja of that place has promised to help the sufferers, _ : 
77. The same paper states that Nuagan, an important village in Angul, 
ae was destroyed by fire. The residents had lost 
Fire in Angul. their paddy and radi crops and were passing their 
days in distress. Now fire has utterly ruined them. It is the duty of the 
Deputy Commissioner of Angul to help the residents in every way. The 
Angul forests must not at this juncture be closed against them. 
78. The same paper regrets that the protected forests in Uparbisa in 
Angul have been destroyed by fire. It is said that 
A fire in Angul protected the fire came from the Athmallik side and spread 
— itself in various directions. Many valuable sdl 
trees have been destroyed. 
79. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 30th May regrets to 
2 state that a great dacoity was committed in the 
ar house of Lokenath Sahu in village Kasumasola 
in pargana Deuli in district Balasore on the 16th of tlie last month. The 
dacoity was committed by a gang consisting of more than one hundred robbers, 
who had the temerity to oppose the villagers in a body, to wound them b 
brickbats, and to disappear easily from the place, conveying property wort 
Rs. 1,200 with them. 


3 80. The same paper states that several 


persons were drowned in the Kathjuri river. 


81. The same paper states that several houses were destroyed by fire 

near Rajakotha in the Balasore town, The 

District Superintendent of Police was immediately 
on the spot and helped to extinguish the fire. 

82. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd June states that about one 

thousand houses in Bakhrabad in Cuttack were 

A great fire in the Cuttack destroyed by fire and that, as a consequence, five 


A fire in Balasore. 


* thousand men and women were made helpless. 


The fire broke out at about 1-30 P.m on the 3lst May and spread in all 
directions with such speed that about one thousand houses were destroyed in 
two hours. It is said that no such fire occurred in the town during the last thirty 
years, though the Telingabazar in that town was once destroyed many - years 
ago. The fire was helped in its work of destruction by a strong wind, which 
blew from three directions. The absence of water in the wells and tanks of 
the town rendered the residents helpless in extinguishing the fire in time. 
Of the benevolent residents of the town, the Rani of Darpan was the first in the 
field of action, as her servants, with two cart-loads of flattened rice and sugar, 
appeared on the spot in time to distribute them to the crying children and 
women, whose number was considerable. The distribution was from door to 
door and this timely assistance was highly appreciated aud valued. Earlv 
on the next morning the Rani was the first to help the sufferers with rice, dal 
and pice, and her men were thus instrumental in relieving a large number of 
fellow-beings. The Marwari community was also conspicuous for its charity, 
for the members of that community distributed flour and rice among 
the sufferers and cheerfully supplemented the benevolent work of the Rani 
begun in right earnest. The Municipality had deputed more than 200 
Coolies and its staff of mehiers to extinguish the fire by wheeled water- 
carts and by other means. Notwithstanding all their efforts, the fire continued 
burning till the next day. It is a pity that the Government officers were nowhere 
to be found, and that no help came either from the Collector or the police, though 
the Collector and the District Police Superintendent inspected the places on 
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the following morning. The Chairman of the Municipality was present 
the spot and directed the movements of his municipal bonnes, The —.— ker 


moved by a certain number of gentlemen to send a few constables and chauki- 


dars to watch the properties of some residents who had the good fortune to 


save them from the fire. It is a mutter for congratulation that no human 
life was lost, though one goala killed himself by going down into a well into 
which he had thrown some of his valuables and which was full of dangerous 
pan The Maharaja of Keonjhar also paid Rs. 1,000 to relieve the sufferers, 
everal charitable gentlemen of the station, headed by Babu Nimaicharan 
Mitra and Rai Jageswar Chandra Bahadur, contributed pecuniary help towards 
the relief of the sufferers. 
83. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore } * 1 1 is sorry to 
8 Ay state that the prices of pa and rice are risin 
en ee ee Lr 


one anna six pies per seer. 
84. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 26th May states that the 
temperature is high, and that though it rained in 


nn some parts of the Bamra State, the demand for rain- 


water is as great as ever. 

385. The Oriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore} of 30th May states that the 
temperature is high and that there is no rain pro- 
petly so called, The people are therefore very 


The weather in Balasore. 


uneasy. 
"86. A correspondent of the same paper writes from Alipingal that a 
tornado passed over the place destroying many 
houses and trees. The air was fearfully hot, and 
it is said that the heated air generated fires in many places, 

87. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 3lst May states that the 
25 3 temperature is high and that the cultivators are 

n eee busily engaged in sowing paddy seeds. 
88. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 2nd June is sorry to state that 
the agiculturists in that State are very much depressed 
— ee in spirit, as there has been no rain. Everyone 
looks up to heaven for water. 
89. The Kera correspondent of the same paper states that though there 
te wie de oe was rain in Kera, it was not sufficient for agricul- 
© weatner in nora. tural urposes. 
90. The Utkaldinka Cuttack of the 2nd June states that though it 
PN er Gs, rained in some part of the Cuttack district and 
re though agricultural operations are progressing with 
more or less success, what is most needed is monsoon rain. 

The Mahanga correspondent of the same paper states that though clouds 
are seen in the sky, there is no rain. 

91. The Garjatbasini [Talcher! of the 2nd June states that the Kishore 

5 3 Chandra Utkal Sahitya Association, which has 
Chandra Sahitya Sabha in Talcher. worked continuously for twelve years, held its 
meeting at Talcher on the 25th of the last month. 
It appeared from the proceedings of the meeting that the Association owes & 
great deal to the Raja of Talcher, who is its chief support and mainstay. The 
last annual meeting was presided over by Babu Baidyanath Misra, who, in an 
interesting speech, made it clear to the audience that the Association could 
only succeed by walking on a particular path, namely, that of truth and 
righteousness. : a 

92. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd June is sorry to note that liti- 

1 3 is eating into the vitals of the Indian nation. 

eee e ee he charges of mukhtars, pleaders and barristers, 

as also other charges in connection with suits and cases, have become so heavy 

that the parties are ruined thereby. ‘Ihe writer thinks that something should 
be done to save the people from the money-making courts of law in India. 

93. The same paper quotes the history of a civil suit in the Indian courts 
to illustrate the principle underlying measures 
adopted to further litigation in India, viz., the prin- 
ciple of insecurity and consequent ruin so well 


A tornado in Alipingal. 


Litigation a sort of lottery in 
India. 


) 
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known in lotteries. One court gives a decree which is superseded by the orders 
of the superior court. When all the courts are through, the parties 


find themselves either ruined or disabled for ever. 
94. The same paper suggests that a rule should be framed by the Excise 


5 he Department 1 vendors to sell liquor or 
2 * wine to boys or girls who are minors. Such 
a rule has been adopted in Madras, and it may be 
extended with profit to other provinces in India. At any rate, it will help the 
cause of public morality. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


95. The Paridarsał [Sylhet | of the 30th May writes that Mr. Dawson, the 

iia earns — ir ow 2 4 W was lately 

_ Allegations against the Sabdivi- guilty of whipping a Brahman whom he had come 

ee ee cee A 3 r Karimganj to 

Bhangabazar with an umbrella unfurled over his head, and who had not 
understood Mr. Dawson’s peremptory order to close it. 

The paper also accuses the same officer of having on another occasion been 
guilty of a similar assault on one Krishna Chandra Das, a peon of the Oriminal 
Court, who had sought to cross the ferry at Karimganj in the same ferry 
boat with him, 
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Ii,«-Home ADMINISTRATION. 

5 (a)—P olios. | 2 | | : | 
„ The dispersal of à Sankirtan party by the Muktagacha Police 
cs | (Mymensingh) furnishes the Bengalee with another 
Further developments in the ground for demanding the immediate recall of 
new province. Sir B. Faller and the relegation of his satellites 
to positions where they would be forced to respect law and procedure. On 
what conceivable ground was a religious procession dispersed? The party 
consisted of only 125 persons. Surely their numerical strength did not cause 
alarm? Why were they arrested and marched to the thana? This procession 
has been regularly held for the last 18 years, and the public have a right to 
know what offence was committed on this occasion. hat does Lord Minto 

think of these extraordinary proceedings? == oc 
781, Referring to the i of a religious procession at Muktagacha 
and the arrest of the processionists, the Bengalee 
facetiously asks if this step was also taken in the 
interests of peace. Clearly the officials in the 
new province have lost their heads and are stultifying Mr. Morley by the 
erpetration of foolish acts which directly infringe popular rights. rom 
Bir B. Fuller downwards they should be relieved of their charges, for nothing 
short of a complete change in the personnel of the Government will bring about 
a change of policy, which is urgently needed for the restoration of public 

confidence. : | 
782. The Bengalee writes that while processions that are held without 
licenses are dispersed by the police, applications 
for licenses are being refused. What then are 
the people todo? How are they to contend 
against illegal orders enforced with a rigour known in no other country save 
Russia ? What danger do the new province officials discern in the holding 
of processions that ‘are religious as often asnot? Is Sir B. Fuller carrying 

out the Secretary of State’s policy of non-interference with popular rights ? 

783. The Bengalee observes that Hari Sankirian is a purely religious 
cerémony and its interdiction by the Muktagacha 


A reign of terror in the Mymen- 
singh district. 


Refusal of licenses for proces- 
sions, 


Interdiction of Hari Sankirtan 


at Muktagacha, Mymensingh. the religious rights of the Hindus. The police, 


however, have not stopped here. It has been proclaimed by beat of drum that 
not more than three persons will be allowed to walk in company in the public 
streets without a license! This is even worse than anything the Russians have 
been subjected to by their Government. In the most turbulent period it was not 
thought necessary for the police in Russia to issue such regulations, And 
Sir B. Fuller’s explanation of this action is that in view of the recent riots, 
special police precautions appear to be needed in Mymensingh”! Surely 
* is not a sufficient reason for placing the whole district under martial law 
or a sort. 

784. The Hindoo Patriot writes that the general dissatisfaction created by 
the rumour that the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, was to be completely subordinated to the 
| Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, has been 
removed by the welcome decision that this is not to be the case. Had the 
Commissioner been subordinated to the Inspector-General, there would have 
been endless friction and the efficiency of the police would have saffered, but 
now that it has been decided that the independence of the Commissioner of 
Police will not be curtailed in any way, there will be no heart-burning. On 
the contrary, there will be heartier co-operation between the Metropolitan and 
District Police. The decision is a wise one and has met with the full 
approval of the public. 

785. A correspondent writing the Bengalee, states that a Sub-Inspector 
of Police, while investigating a case of burglary 
in a village in the Pabna district, summoned 
| | several of the strongest’ men of the village before 
him, and with a view to extorting a confession, had them belaboured so severely 
that one of their number expired. The journal finds it difficult to believe the 
story and awaits fuller particulars. 
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(5 Working of the Courts. 


786. The Amrita Bazar Patrika complains that the Deputy Commissioner 
: of Jullundur disposed of the case against Major 
„D Jullundar Cantonment Cowie in a most summary fashion. He told the 
| 5 complainant, Lour case is dismissed under 
section 203, Criminal Procedure Code.“ That was all. He gave no reasons 
neither did he think it necessary to give any, although the law definitely 
. N. that full reasons should be assigned for the action taken. If justice has 
fled, there is such a thing as decency, and decency demands that Sir Charles 
Rivaz should look into the case, gS 
787. The Amrita Bazar Patrita brings the alleged Sabang Police eulum 
case (Midnapore) to the serious notice of the public. 
n Sabans Folice zeln The prosecution story is that the Sub-Inspector 
5 of Police on hearing that his son, a student of the 
Middle English School, was made to stand up by his teacher’ got so infuriated 
that he sent for Babu Jugal Kishore and two other teachers, abused them, and 
wrongfully confined them for some time. A complaint was made before the 
Joint Magistrate of Midnapore under sections 342, 352, and 504, Indian Penal 
Code, and a summons granted. The accused police officer, however, was not 
present on the day of hearing. A sscond summons was issued and the case 
adjourned, but again the accused did not put in an appearance and a third 
summons was issued, In the meantime the Magistrate heard of the case, sent 
for the record, rebuked the Joint Magistrate for issuing a summons without 
holding an inquiry, and transferred the case to the file of a Deputy Magistrate! 
The case was fixed for the 23rd May, but again the Sub-Inspector did not 
put in an appearance and the case was sent up to the Magistrate with the 
remark that the accused was liable to prosecution for contempt of Court. The 
next day, however, the accused appeared in Court and apologised for his 
unvoidable delay! The case has been withdrawn on the understanding 
that the accused will be departmentally dealt with. 


788. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that Babu Surendra Nath Banerji’s 
„appeal has been disposed of by the Sessions Judge 

Baba Surendra Nath Banerjis of Barisal in right Fullerian style.“ The 
weve , Magistrate convicted the appellant on two counts, 
namely, contempt of Court and disobedience of the orders of the police. As 
regards the first charge, it was the Magistrate who insulted Babu Surendra 
Nath Banerji, but the Sessions Judge confirms the finding of the former! As 
regards the second charge, the Judge has asked the Magistrate what Mr. Kemp, 


the Superintendent of Police, meant by the word ‘‘stop” in the following 


sentence :—‘‘ As these men were marching in procession and did not stop when 
ordered to do so.” The Judge expresses some doubt as to whether Mr. Kemp 
wanted the procession to halt or break up. Supposing Mr. Kemp explains that 
he meant neither, but merely that the processionists should cease shouting 
Bande Mataram, what then? It was to this Judge that the High Court 
entrusted an important case and expressed the hope that the petitioner would 
obtain “relief” ! He undoubtedly has sought relief, but can it be said that 
he has obtained it? : 
789. The Amrita Bazar Patrika states that the Government Pleader has 
been instructed to conduct the prosecution of the 
A Bande Mataram case in two men arrested at Mymensingh for the so-called 
ä offence of shouting Bande Mataram, and points out 
that this affords a striking contrast to the action of the authorities in 
persistently refusing to engage the services of the Government Pleader in 
the riot cases, which are far more important. The Government of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam will go any length to suppress swadesht and the national cry, 


but when it is a case of justice, apathy at once seizes it. Can the people 


respect such a Government ? | 
790. Referring to the statement of the pleaders that only certain 


| Honorary Magistrates—those who are ‘ intimate 
cotonrery Mazistrates of friends of the Court Inspector or susceptible to 
cae his influence’—are entrusted with the trial of 


police cases, to the exclusion of other well-known and more qualified Magistrates, 
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rita Basar Patria advises the Honorary Magistrates of Calcutta to 
— 1 if they have any self-respect. Why should they stick to their posts 
ik they are not trusted? Apart from this, the present mode of selecting 
Honorary Magistrates for the trial of cases has led tothe police securing 
convictions in almost every case! How can the public have any faith in the 
administration of justice if only certain Honorary Magistrates are appointed 
to try police cases? Now that the matter, which has assumed the proportions 
of a public scandal, has beén brought to the notice of the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate, he should look into it seriously. 


_ (d)—Education. | } 


791. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the students’ strike in the 
Labore Medical College is assuming scandalous 
Medical College students’ strike, proportions and it is time that the Inspector- 
— 5 General of Civil Hospitals or the Lieutenant- 
Governor interfered. What has ruffled the students most is the menial duties 
they are called upon to perform. They asked for exemption, but their prayers 
met with little sympathy, and they strack work and approached the Principal, 
who advised them to obey first and object afterwards. The students 
accordingly resumed work, but to their be g the expected redress 
did not come. They again suw the Principal, but meeting with no success, 
they struck work and appealed to the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, who 
referred them to the Principal, who in turn expelled them. This is how the 
matter stands, and it is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will look into it. 
792. The Jndian Empire writes that the results of the last Entrance 
! Examination are ‘stunning.’ Almost 75 per cent. 
The massacre of the innocent. have been plucked! What is the cause of this 
wholesale slaughter? An immediate inquiry should be made into the matter. 
If the results are so deplorably unsatisfactory when the old rules are still in 
force, what will be the state of education when the new rules come into opera- 
tion? There is no doubt that University education is speedily receding from 
the masses, | 
793. Ruining schools, students, and teachers seems to bea favourite 
astime of Mr. Stapleton, Inspector of Schools, 
Paes Division, writes the Amrita Bazar Pairita. 
It appears that on the 5th November last, a teachers’ 
conference was ‘held at Madaripur. Its object was not to subvert the 
British Government or secure the recall of Sir B. Fuller, but merely to safe- 
guard the interests of teachers and students, so that everyone who was not a 
slave had a right to attend such a conference. Mr. Stapleton evidently thought 
differently, for he demanded the dismissal of a teacher of the Raj Kumar 
Edward Institution becauso he attended the meeting. Having failed to secure 
the dismissal of the unfortunate teacher, the Inspector of Schools wrote 
officially to Amrita Lal Singha, a student of the College, directing him to take 
his transfer, as until the services of the teacher had been dispensed with, no 
Government scholarship was tenable in the school, How mean and vindictive! 
Are these the men who profess to teach Indian students the sublime precepts 
of Christian morality ? How can the blind lead the blind ? 


* 


Mr. Stapleton, Inspector of 
Schools, Dacca Division. 


(e) Local Self: Government and Municipal Administration. 


794, The Bengalee writes that when the owner of the plot of land 
- adjoining the mosque in Rutto Sircar’s Street 
received sanction to erect a gp | thereon, the 
Chairman of the Corporaticn was warned that trouble would result, as the 
effect of erecting a building on that spot would be to shut out both light and 
air from the mosque. ‘The warning does not appear to have been unneccessary, 
for it has been found expedient to have the police on the spot while the work 
Is proceed ing. This is i the beginning of the trouble. 


Injudicious sanction. 


795. The Bengalee writes that the representation submitted to the 


3 ; Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation by the 
unicipal grievances at Bhow- Suburban Rate-payers’ Association discloses the fact 


anipur. * 
Baa that the rate-payers in the suburbs are labouring 
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protest were cantemptuausly ignored. They protested 
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under a multiplicity of grievauces, despite the fact that they are taxed 

heavily as the rate-payers of the town proper. Their 3 are that the 
roads have been rendered impassable owing to the drainage works now under 
construc'ion; that the surface and underground drains are choked, and last 
but not least, that filtered water is as scarce as ever. The journal hopes these 


long-standing grievances will receive the prompt attention of the Chairman. 


796. 1 
The Pabna Municipality. 


he Amrita Bazar Patrika regrets that the threatened destruction of 

the Pabna Municipality has come as a heavy blow 

to the people. Let the Government relieve the 

people of their so-called control over the Municipalities, for the less they have 

a do with institutions established for the purpose of taxing the country, the 
ter. . 


(h)— General, 


797. The Bengalee states that the cause of the recent disturbances in 
Mymensingh is undoubtedly due to the circum- 
stance that the story of ‘Shaistha Khan and bis two 
wives’ has penetrated into the remotest hamlet in the new province and 


The Mymensingh disturbances. 


inspired the ignorant Musalman with the belief that the Government will give 


him all he asks for. He did not want to pay rent for his lands and he felt that 
he could not do better than appeal to his patron, Sir B. Fuller, and show that 
he was a much-oppressed mortal by breaking into open revolt, The hollowness 
of a revolt at this juncture is only too apparent. The whole thing is artificial 
and is the result of a mistaken policy, otherwise why are the authorities 
conducting the prosecution of the Muhammadan offenders in the most guarded 

manner possible? 
798. The Bengales writes that the announcement that Sir Harvey 
Adamson is going to take up the question of the 


Better late than never. separation of the judicial and executive functions 


as soon as he joins the Home Office, has caused genuine satisfaction throughout 


the country. If Lord Minto would only solve this oldest of Indian problema 

during his Viceroyalty, he would not only earn the lasting gratitude of the 
people, but leave an enduring monument of his benevolent statesmanship. 

799. A correspondent writing to the Bengalee, draws attention to the 

hardship inflictel on the clerks of the Telegraph 

A Si nces of Telegraph Office Office by making them work from 10 A. u to 5-30 

P.M, on week days, excepting Saturday, when they 

are permitted to leave office at 5 p.m. Muhammadan holidays have been 


completely disallowed and other recognised holidays have been greatly curtailed, 


These arrangements are alleged to have been made in order to cope with the 
heavy work, but surely the six months during which they have been in force 
should have convinced the authorities that the remedy lay in increasing the 
establishment. It is hoped the higher authorities will look into the grievances 
complained of. 
800. The Indian Nation writes that if Sir B. Fuller really took the action 
he is alleged to have taken in regard to the appeal 
of a prisoner condemned to death, then there is no 
doubt that the Viceroy should have him placed 
under medical observation, Sir B. Fuller's summary rejection of the petition 
which he submitted to the Viceroy, and his orders directing the carrying out 
of the sentence before the Viceroy’s orders were received, are at once an 
injustice to the prisoner and an insult to His Excellency. But the . prisoner 
has now paid the extreme penalty of the law, and his ‘ curses cannot fail to visit 
a ruler so dead to a dying man's prayers’ sis 
801. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the partition of Bengal is 
briefly this. An Imperial Viceroy wanted to kill 
two birds with one stone—to create some lucrative 


fir B Fuller and the man who 
was condemned to death. 


‘Don’t forget partition.’ 


* appointments for his countrymen and to weaken the Bengalis by division. He 


needed the co-operation of officers like Sir A. Fraser, and gained it by promising 
full pay for half work. The Bengalis, not considering themselves Carolina slaves, 
but tbe subjects of a constitutional Government, wildly protested, but their 

all the louder, which 


6221) 
led Sir B. Fuller to adopt a plan that would divert their attention from the 


burning question of partition. He committed glaring illegalities which soon 


attracted the attention of the people and they forgot partition. This was 
a grievous mistake: no amount of official violence should make the people 
forget partition. This is the greatest wrong, and if it is not undone, the whole 
of India will be emasculated in due course. | 
802. The Amrits Bazar Pairtka wakes a spirited appeal to the members 
| of the Provincial Service not to degrade themselves 
An appeal to Deputy Magis. by slavishly adhering to the improper recommend- 
trates. Seuss 1 ‘ , 5 
ations of the District Magistrate and the police in 
deciding cases. Is it possible that educated men can do violence to their 
conscience in this manner for the sake of filthy lucre? Surely starvation is 
better than this—more honourable certainly. What Deputy Magistrates should 
do is to refuse, in a body, to surrender their judicial independence, The 
Government will respect them all the more for it. It is wiser to risk one's 
body than to risk one’s soul, This is what the Provincial Service has yet to 
learn. 
803. The Bengalee supports the petition submitted to Government by 
„„ certain leading publishing firms protesting against 
— the continuance of State aid to the Calcutta School 
Book Society, and points out that in these days of 
open competition such protection is a direct interference with private enterprise. 
The grant was no doubt justifiable when it was first sanctioned, but since then 
the situation has greatly changed and Government should discontinue the grant 
unless it wishes to be charged with favouritism. 
801. Referring to the petition that has been submitted to the Bengal 
1 Government by several firms of booksellers in 
on Calcutta protesting against the subsidy granted to 
the School Book Society, the Indian Mirror points out that this State aid 
hinders open competition. In the old days the School Book Society was the 
only institution of its kind, but scores of such firms have since come into 
existence, and it is therefore regarded as an injustice that Government should 
extend its special patronage to a particular firm and thus impede the success of 
other establishments. 
805. The Bengalee is grieved to think that Mr. Dawson, Subdivisional 
einen Officer of Sylhet, cannot tolerate the spectacle of a 
. “native” passing him with an umbrella over his 
head, and is still more grieved to think that the innocent man is caned for this 
offence. Mr. Dawson may be precisely the sort of officer Sir B. Fuller would 


like, but he does not suit the people, and some M. P. should bring his pugilistic 


qualities to the notice of the Secretary of State. 
806. The Amrita Bazar Pairika has very little comment to make on the 
_ circular letter of the Government of Eastern Bengal 
K ea 2 Musalmins in and Assam inviting suggestions for the larger 
employment of Musalmans in the new province, 
save that it is a humiliating document, the apparent object of which is to curry 
favour with that community. The principle laid down is that a Muhammadan 
candidate for employment must receive preference at any cost, even if there are 
Hindus who are better qualified! What arevolution! Sir B. Fuller points out 
that of 518 ministerial posts in the district of Mymensingh, only 49 are held by 
Musalmans, whereas, considering the percentage of literate Musalmans, they 
should hold no less than 173. If this test was applied generally, where would the 
European be? But the Musalman population of Mymensingh 183,000,000 and not 
173. How is he going to satisfy the remainder? They are gradually awaken- 
Ing to the fact that they are a power in the land and they will all demand 
appointments, What is Sir B. Fuller going to do then? He can seduce 173, 
but the remainder will remain unappeased and they will curse the Government, 
Clearly Sir B, Fuller is making straight for disaster, and the pity of it is that he 
will not be guided. The Hindus, on the whole, are quite content with their lot. 
807. The Indian Mirior cannot recall any period in the history of the 
country when the relations between the rulers and 
How to allay the present excite- the ruled were as hostile as they are to-day, A more 


ba grievous blunder than the partition of Bengal could 
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not have been committed, and the mistake has been emphasised by a long seri 

of despotic acts affecting the very freedom of the iia: In theie —4 the 
Indians united to withstand a common danger, and to-day they are one people 
who are determined to turn the impending political crisis’ to good account. 
Every act of Sir B. Fuller’s is strengthening this revolve. These strained 
relations cannot but be harmful to the Empire, and it is imperative that some. 
— should be done by the Government to restore good feeling and, above all, 
con 


idence. The present excitement cannot be allayed unless partition is 
revoked, but apparently this is not to be done, and things must drift from bad 
to worse as long as Sir B. Fuller is at the head of the new province. Oh for 
the days of the statemanship that built the Empire ! 


III.—LIOISLATTON. 


808. The Amrita Bazar Patrika suggests that a member of the Supreme 


Sir B. Faller. Council should ask the Government of India for 
information on the following points. — 


Y) Whether Sir B. Fuller received a petition from a Musalman praying 
that a Sub-Inspectorship might be bestowed on his son as a 
reward for his services in getting his countrymen to present the 
Lieutenant-Governor with an address of welcome. 

(2) Whether it is true that Sir B. Fuller acknowledged this communica- 
tion and inquired of the writer whether his son had passed the 
Entrance Examination. 7 

(3) Whether it is a fact that on the 25th ultimo, a few dozen Musalmans, 
most of them belonging to the lower classes, marched in pro- 
cession to Government House and gave out that the ‘ Lat Saheb’ 
had invited them. ' 

(4) Whether it is true that Sir B. Fuller promised them several hoons, 
including a College at Dacca after the model of the Aligarh 
College. 


809. The Indian Mirror endorses the view that the formation of a 
Legislative Council in the new province is exceed- 
__ Legislative Council inthe new ingly premature and ill-timed, inasmuch as the 
* | Government itself has not justified its existence by 
blundering into a single sane act. How can the pe refrain from protesting 
that a Legislative Council in the hands of such a Government will be a positive 
danger? Sir B. Fuller has attempted to whip the people into submission, but 
has failed. Is he now going to have recourse to a Legislative Council with a 
view to gaining his object? This is the popular belief, and hence the province 
is holding ‘aloof from the Council. These facts alone should convince the 
Secretary of State that a Legislative Council should not be thrust on the people 
at the present moment. : 


V.—Prospects or THA Crops anp CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


810. The Amrita Bazar Patria writes that while the authorities of the new 
province have been engaged in the pitiless persecution 

vee ee of schoolboys and in the agreeable pursuit of 
crushing the swadeshi movement, famine has seized every part of the province. 
The situation, is blackindeed. Hundreds of famine-stricken people are coming 
into Barisal from the interior and beseeching the Magistrate to give them 
relief. The scenes of distress are heart-rending, and to add to the horrors of 
the situation hundreds are going about plundering. What with a repressive 
administration and famine, Eastern Bengalis doomed. It would seem as if 
nature and the Government have combined against it. But now that famine 
is a reality in the new province, what steps are being taken to eradicate it? 
Absolutely none, because the authorities are unsympathetic and ignorant of 
the real state of things. Instead of making large ¢u-cavi advances and opening 
relief works, the officials refuse even to recognise the existence of famine: 
But. famine is actually present, and it must be faced sooner or later—and 
overcome, How can it be overcome without funds? Is a demand going to 
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be made on the well-to-do of the province, despite the fact that they alread 


y 
a anent famine-tax? Government should hasten to the tesone of 


ed people | before it is too late. | " 
gil. The Amrita Basar Patrika states that the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce has again drawn the 
1 attention of the Government of Eastern 
and Assam to the famine conditions prevailing in that provinoe. While it is 
not known what action, if any, Sir B. Fuller means to take, the journal has no 
doubt how King Habu Chandra would have acted in the circumstances. He 
would have looted the rich to feed the poor, stopped all export and made a 
free distribution of the stock in hand, and when import had automatically 
stopped, allowed the people to feed on each other! This is a shrewd famine 
policy, and is guaranteed to avoid a recurrence. of famine. 


VI.—MIscELLanEvvs. 


812. The Amrita Baear Pals ita maintains that Mr. Morley’s refusal to 
| right India’s wrongsis not due to his ignorance 
n and the of these wrongs but to the illiberal policy he has 
e adopted. Fancy the foremost Liberal in England 
advancing the atrocious principle that because a wrong has been perpetrated 
it must be perpetuated! Is he a ‘humbug’—a Tory in Liberal garb? Is 
Liberalism a myth? If so, two courses are open to the Indians by which 
they can secure self-government, namely, to continue agitating on 
constitutional lines or to revert to the old village 22 The ancient village 
communities were so many republican bodies which taught more enlightened 
self-government than the modern elective bodies are able to teach. The 
Indians have it quite within their means to revive these communities and to 
live independent and contented lives. Let them do so and place themselves 
outside the sphere of officialdom. oe ; 
813. The country, writes the Indian Nation, is under mob rule. There are 
apap nat | isan 5 oe — many oo 2 — a — — 
e theory of boyootting Brite leaders at all, and the e are being exploited 1 
R thoughtless band 9 — British 
goods and resigning honorary posts. This certainly is not an accepted nor 
enlightened method of agitating and is shunned by all thoughtful and _ practical 
men. Everything can be and has been gained by agitation. Nothing can be 
gained without it. What the present situation requires is not new ideas, but 
sacrifice ; not talk, but work. 
814. The Bengalee holds that it is incumbent on the Indians for political 
l and social reasons to oppose the opium traffic with 
e opium debate in Parliament. China. In the first place, it is unworthy of a 


civilised power and a Christian Government to demoralise and enfeeble a 


section of the human race, and secondly, there can be no doubt that the Chinese 
Government is opposed to this slow but sure procass of emasculation. But the 
question does not concern China alone. It has a vital interest for India also. 
Wherever opium is grown in India, the people—the Rajputs for example—take 
to the drug and deteriorate. This leaves no room for doubt that the 
Government should abandon its opium trade, Revenue is undoubtedly an 
important consideration, but it cannot flourish to the detriment of humanity. 
815, The Indian Mirror asks its countrymen to follow closely the trend 
The utility of ecitation, Ik events in Russia, as it is essential that they 
pion Ae, 1240 should realise that agitation, when it is earnest 
and true, is invariably crowned with success, The Russian people have 
undergone years of cruel oppression, but they are within measurable distance 
of gaining a decisive victory over despotism. The determination to succeed 
is all that is meceseary, and when it is a question of the people versus the 
Government, the former must conquer. Voz populi, vor Dei. me 
816. The Hindoo Patriot —, that the need for ages eg erer 
tration of India has never been more emphatically 
denne than at the present time. The future 
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this creditable ? —_ from this, an unsympathetic. policy will not pay and 
only, irritate the country, deepen the discontent, and 
cause the people of India to unite in the face of a common ere ig 
no doubt that new political forces have up: The Government has 
arrived at a parting of the ways, and it would do wisely to consider whether 
it can any longer administer India on the old despotic principles when the 
times have changed so much. | 
817. The Behar Herald gravely remarks that India is passing through 
The silken cord of sympathy. à Crisis—a peaceful revolution—fraught with 
} momentous consequences both to the rulers and the 
ruled, There is an intellectual awakening, and with ita general desire for 
self-government. The time is ripe for the bestowal of this boon, and hence 
the demand has been made. Will it be met even partially? Grave doubts 


are entertained that it will not, as the rulers are hostile to the people, and 


will not free them from their bondage. If these fears are actually realised, 
then the lessons taught by the history of nations will have been lost apon the 
British Government in India, The secret of Rome’s success is the secret of 
Akbar’s success, namely, peace and contentment. But the situation in India 
is very different. There is an ever-widening gulf flowing between the 
rulers and the ruled, which would not have been the case if sympathy entered 
in the slightest degree into the administration of the country. 

818. The Bengalee fears that the humiliation inflicted on Sir B. Fuller 
by the Secretary of State in the matter .of the 
withdrawal of the Bande Mataram circulars has 
had little or no effect. Onthe contrary, it has 
served as an incentive to Sir B. Fuller to stultify the Secretary of State’s 
declarations in Parliament by taking still greater liberties with the people’s 
rights. What other reason can be discovered for the order suppressing 
religious processions? Clearly Sir B Fuller’s plan is to show that he is 
everybody and the Secretary of State nobody. 

819. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that British rule in India could 
have been a real blessing, but latter-day rulers 
have preferred to make it otherwise. They have 
preferred to adopt a policy of national emascula- 
tion, and they are responsible both to God and man for the immense harm 
they have done. The country suffered much from the ravages of a relentless 
Tory administration and hailed the accession of the Liberals to power, but it 


fr. Morley placed in a false 
ition. 


The dismal future and the 
remedy. 


has been sorely disappointed, There is the same police rule, only more 


rigorous, the same official high-handedness, and the same utter disregard of 
Ley ee rights. In fact, the situation to-day is worse than it ever was under 
a Tory Government. What is the conclusion? Briefly this, that the people 
must Iook to themselves for their own regeneration. Let them faithfully and 
unflinchingly follow the scheme of national regeneration which Mr. Arthur 
Griffith hus presented to the Irish, and which Messrs. Tilak and Khaparde are 
going to publish in pamphlet form and distribute broadcast throughout the 


country. 


820. Continuing, the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that India wants but 

1 a few dozen silent workers to carry out this practi- 

ve cal scheme of salvation, and warns the leaders 

that if they desire to be helpful sons they must suppress their love for oratory, 

and restrict themselves to talking about practical things in a sober and rational 

spirit. In the first place, an organisation consisting of the heads of the 

various political societies should be formed. This body should select one or 

two national questions for consideration, come to a decision as to how a reform 

could best be effected, and employ all the available workers in the national 

cause to carry this decision into execution. In this way, every public question 

will receive undivided attention, and there will also be unity of purpose and 

action. The country must pull together and with a will, Success will then 
surely crown the efforts of a nation struggling to rice. 

821. The Indian Mirror writes that the people are disappointed at the 
ero tats iit balf-hearted manner in which Mr. John Morley 
„ Ba has been dealing with the vagaries of the Anglo- 

Broek fh Indian bureaucracy. It may be that being new 
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to his office he is diffident to assert his authority at once, but the journal has „„ 
no doubt that a man who has held the banner of freedom high and made 
sacrifices for his convictions will deliver India from the despotic sway of her 
Anglo-Indian rulers. Let the people therefore exercise patience, for everything 
comes to him who waits. | | 
822. The Bengalee draws the attention of Mr. Dumayne, Vice-Chairman  Bevaatzs, 
of the Port Trust, to the inconvenience and eth June 1006. 
Zenava bathing at Babu Ghat. exposure zenana ladies are subj ected to while | 
bathing at Babu Ghat, which is the only ghat available to them, and asks 
that arrangements should be made that would admit of purdah ladies enjoy- 
ing privacy when bathing. ; 
823. The Bengalee writes that the Secretary of State’s recent utterances rns, 
in Parliament make it clear that he has been th June 1908. 
misled both in regard to the partition agitition and 
Sir B. Fuller’s repressive policy. It is essential therefore that he should be 
speedily undeceived, and with this object the leaders of public opinion have 
drawn up a concise statement reviewing Sir B. Fuller’s policy of repression 
step by 75 The journal considers that this statement should also be distri- 
buted to all the members of Parliament and the English Press. It will be of 
considerable help to the Secretary of State, who should realise as early as 
possible that the sooner Sir B. Fuller is recalled the better for the Empire. 
824. The same paper writes that the Muhbammadans refuse to be gulled _—aneates, 
by the comforting assurances of the Englishman 2h June 1906. 
that the new province has been created expressly 
for them, aud that as they form the majority of the population, they will get 
the lion’s share of State patronage. The Muhammadans realise that the cost of 
administration will be nothing less than 20 lakhs per annum, and that as the 
form the bulk of the population of the new province, they will have to meet the 
greater portion of the cost—ubout 14 lakhs. What will they get for this 
contribution—a few Sub-Inspectorships of Police and a few Sub-Registrarships? 
Is that gain commensurate with the loss? When it comes to a question of 
hard cash, reason displaces sentiment. 
825, The Indian Empire writes that Mr. Morley’s prestige is trembling ian Sucine, 
1 in the balance. He made a definite statement 120 June 1906. 
r. Moriey's prestige. = in the House of Commons that there would be 
no further interference with the rights of the people to sing national songs and 
hold public meetings. The people were ae indeed, but their happiness was 
destined to be short-lived, for although Sir B. Fuller has withdrawn his 
obnoxious circulars, he has resumed his former tactics of interdictiug the 
shouting of Bande Mutaram and prohibiting processions. Is the Sccretary of 
State aware how his authority has been disregarded by his subordinate? If 
Mr. Morley is the sort of man he is thought to be, then Sir B. Fuller is riding 
for a fall. | e 
826. The Bengalee does not agree with the Pioneer that the strained ALX, 
relations between the rulers and the ruled are due 120 June 1906. 
in a large measure to the fact that a great propor- 
tion of the British population in India is engaged in judicial aud administra- 
tive duties which by their very nature compel officials to hold aloof from the 
people lest they should be accused of partiality and favouritism. This would 
hive been a very sound explanation if officials did not, as is the case at present, * 
herd with unofficial Europeans. The desire to preserve absolute independ- 
ence and impartiality is nothing more or less than an amiable fiction. The HH 
real reason for this absence of sympathy between the rulers and the ruled is to | 
be found in the official temper prevailing to-day, due probably to the unwiiling- q 
ness of the educated Indian to regard the European as his superior, Whatever 3 
the cause is, greater efforts should be made at mutual comprehension, and, above 
all, the European must cease to regard the Indian as an insolent rival, but as 
a brother. : 


»The present situation.’ 


A ruse that failed. 


„Sympathy and comprehension.” 
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